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These children live in Carcross. 
Carcross is a village in the 
Yukon Territory. It is one of the 
oldest communities in the 


Yukon. 
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Today the children are visiting 
an old steamboat called the 
Tutshi. They are waiting for their 
friend Johnny Johns. He is going 
to tell them about the early days 
in Carcross. 


see When Johnny arrives the children have a question 


© for him. “Uncle Johnny, would you please tell us 


about the Tutshi?” they ask. 


“Sure, says Uncle Johnny. “I watched the men 
building the Tutshi. It was a beautiful boat. People 
came from all over the world to sail on it. The Tutshi 
took them around the lakes to see the view.” 


“The Tutshi also took things to the people who lived 
along the lakes,’ Uncle Johnny tells the children. 
“The Tutshi took everything people needed — flour, 
coffee, nails and candles. The 7utshi took the mail as 
well?’ 


“Do you know how people got 
their mail in winter?” asks Uncle Carcross 


Johnny. “The lakes were frozen LL Pi, as No 
over, so the Jutshi couldn’t Ve a 
fe Yukon 


travel. Dog teams took the mail = —-——-— te 
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instead. Now our mail comes by 
truck. But once a year, dog 
teams make a special run from 
Carcross to Atlin to carry the Lake 
mail. It helps us to remember : <a 
how things used to be”’ 
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“Let’s go and see the post 
office;’ says Uncle Johnny. “It 
hasn’t changed over the years.’ 


| Uncle Johnny takes the children to visit the 
train station. “The train brought people to 
Carcross during the time of the Gold Rush)’ 
says Uncle Johnny. He shows the children the 
place where the last spike was hammered into 
the railway. He says the last spike was made 
of gold. 

“Our station still looks 
the way it did in the 
early days. There’s even 
an old train engine,’ 
says Uncle Johnny. 
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Uncle Johnny and the children 
cross the street to visit Matthew 
Watson’s General Store. Mr. 
Tooley is the storekeeper now. 
Mr. Tooley says, “People bought 
flour and tea and sugar here in 
the early days. They can still buy 
those things today”’ 
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The children want to visit the 
Caribou Hotel next door. “Have 
you ever heard of Polly the 
parrot?” Uncle Johnny asks 
them. “She used to live in this 
hotel. She lived to be 125 years 
old. When she died she was 
buried in the cemetery. Let’s go 
there now.’ 


CARIBO™ HOTEL. 


= baht 
a aie 
ae 
es | 
| 2 
Seeemeael ¥ 
’ 


[Grinon 


I] 


“Some of the famous people 
from the Gold Rush days are 
buried in this cemetery, too,’ 
says Uncle Johnny. “Dawson 
Charlie was one of the first 
people to find gold in the 
Yukon.” 
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“Across the lake you can see the school I went to?’ 
says Uncle Johnny. “I lived at the school with all 
the other students. That seems like a long time ago-’ 


The children ask Uncle Johnny if he would like to 


visit their school. 
12 


The children show Uncle Johnny 
their school. They tell Uncle 
Johnny that they have learned a 
lot from him. “You are a good 
teacher,’ they say. 
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= Here is a map 
showing all the 
places the children 
visited with 

Uncle Johnny. 


Nares Lake 


Bennett Lake 
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The children thank Uncle Johnny 
for telling them about Carcross. 
“What do you think Carcross will look 
like when you grow up?” Uncle 
Johnny asks them. 
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